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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on 24MAR2009. Claims 1-21 are 
now pending in the present application. This Action is made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a w hole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 1 48 USPQ 459 (1 966), 
that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
are summarized as follows: 

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness or 
nonobviousness. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was 
commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the 
contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and 
invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made 
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in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 
U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over by Phipps (US 
Patent # US 6,579,231 Bl) in view of Cheng (International Publication # WO 00/39964). 

a) Consider claim 1, 8, and 15, Phipps clearly shows and discloses, a method, system, and 
computer program product for administering devices (abstract, column 1 lines 8-17, column 2 lines 
22-28), the method comprising: a recording medium (figure 3, column4 lines 6-9, column 6 lines 3- 
6); creating, in a first domain, a domain state object (subject/record) (figure 4, abstract, column 2 
lines 29-34, column 3 lines 32-39), the first domain including a plurality of network-connected 
devices (column 3 lines 32-39, column 4 lines 6-19 lines 63-67, column 5 lines 1-11 lines 41-52, 
column 7 lines 61-65, column 8 lines 21-29), the domain state object including information that 
describes the state of the devices in the first domain and specifies a user in the first domain (figure 4, 
abstract, column 2 lines 29-34, column 3 lines 32-39, column 4 lines 63-67, column 5 lines 1-11, 
column 6 lines 49-64), the devices in the first domain having been altered in response to the physical 
condition of the user in the first domain (column 5 lines 12-20, column 8 lines 21-29); and 
transmitting the domain state object from the first domain to a second domain, a plurality of 
network-connected devices (figure 1, abstract, column 2 lines 34-40, column 3 lines 32-43 lines 66- 
67, column 4 lines 1-5 lines 45-52). However, Phipps does not specifically disclose a first networked 
environment including a plurality of network-connected devices, a second domain comprising a 
second networked environment including a plurality of network connected devices, or at least one of 
the devices in the second domain administered to alter the user's environment in the second domain 
in dependence upon the information describing the state of the devices in the first domain. 



Application/Control Number: 10/612,700 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2443 

Cheng shows and discloses automated home control systems, wherein Cheng discloses a first 
networked environment including a plurality of network-connected devices (abstract, page 4 lines 
19-34, page 5 lines 1-17, page 9 lines 14-20), a second domain comprising a second networked 
environment including a plurality of network connected devices (abstract, page 4 lines 19-34, page 5 
lines 1-17, page 9 lines 14-20), at least one of the devices in the second domain administered to alter 
the user's environment in the second domain in dependence upon the information describing the 
state of the devices in the first domain (prior actions) (abstract, page 2 lines 29-34, page 3 lines 1-6, 
page 4 lines 19-34, page 5 lines 1-17). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the time the 
invention was made to incorporate alter the user's environment in the second domain in dependence 
upon the information describing the state of the devices in the first domain, as taught by, Cheng into 
the system of Phipps for the purpose of analyzing/ altering a user's analysis /treatment profile in a 
second domain based on data gathered by the medical device in the first domain. 

b) Consider claim 2, 9, and 16, and as applied to claim 1, 8, and 15 above, Phipps as 
modified by Cheng clearly show and disclose, the method, system, and computer program product 
of claim 1, 8, and 15 wherein creating, in a first domain, a domain state object comprises: creating a 
current device state object (66 device ID) (figure 4, column 6 lines 49-56); and associating the current 
device state object with the domain state object (each device is mapped to a particular subject) (figure 
4, column 4 lines 45-52, column 6 lines 49-56). 

c) Consider claim 3, 10, and 17, and as applied to claim 2 above, Phipps modified by 
Cheng clearly show and disclose, the method, system, and computer program product of claim 2, 9, 
and 16 wherein creating a current device state object comprises: identifying a device in the first 
domain (figure 4, column 6 lines 49-56); getting a current value of an attribute of the device (figure 
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4, abstract, column 2 lines 29-34, column 3 lines 58-64, column 4 lines 6-9); and storing the value in 
the current device state object (figure 2, figure 3, figure 4, abstract column 2 lines 29-34, column 4 
lines 6-9). 

d) Consider claim 4, 11, and 18, and as applied to claim 1, 8, and 15 above, Phipps 
modified by Cheng clearly show and disclose, the method, system, and computer program product 
of claim 1, 8, and 15 wherein creating, in a first domain, a domain state object comprises associating 
a user metric vector with the domain state object (the type of physiological data that is collected and 
stored in the subject's profile e.g. heart rate, blood pressure, body temp, etc.) (figure 4, abstract, 
column 1 lines 8-17 lines 58-64, column 2 lines 16-19, column 6 lines 49-56). 

e) Consider claim 5, 12, and 19, and as applied to claim 1, 8, and 15 above, Phipps 
modified by Cheng clearly show and disclose, the method, system, and computer program product 
of claim 1, 8, and 15 wherein creating in a first domain, a domain state object comprises associating 
a user metric space (70 thresholds) with the domain state object (figure 4, abstract, column 2 lines 
41-49, column 7 lines 22-32). 

f) Consider claim 6, 13, and 20, and as applied to claim 1, 8, and 15 above, Phipps 
modified by Cheng clearly show and disclose, the method, system, and computer program product 
of claim 1, 8, and 15 wherein transmitting the domain state object from the first domain to a second 
domain comprises downloading the domain state object to a mobile sensor (figure 1, abstract, 
column 3 lines 66-67, column 4 lines 1-5). 

g) Consider claim 7, 14, and 21, and as applied to claim 1, 8, and 15 above, Phipps 
modified by Cheng clearly show and disclose, the method, system, and computer program product 
of claim 1, 8, and 15 wherein transmitting the domain state object from the first domain to a second 
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domain comprises downloading an address of the domain state object to a mobile sensor (column 3 
lines 66-67, column 4 lines 1-5). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 24MAR2009 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that "[fjhe combination of Phipps and Cheng does not teach or suggest 
transmitting the domain state object from the first domain to a second domain." 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees; in response to applicant's arguments against the 
references individually, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where 
the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 
(CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). The combination 
of Phipps and Cheng clearly disclose the claimed invention. 

Phipps clearly discloses a portable unit gathering data about a subject in one domain and 
sending it to a second domain (abstract, column 2 lines 29-34, column 3 lines 32-43). Phipps clearly 
discloses a portable unit worn by a subject, comprising a monitoring device, a data processing 
module with memory and transmitter for collecting, monitoring, and storing the subject's 
physiological data which also works in conjunction with a central reporting system for long term 
collection and storage of the subject's physiological data. Phipps clearly discloses gathering 
information in one domain (the user's location) and sending it to a second domain (a central 
reporting system). 

Cheng clearly discloses a first networked environment including a plurality of network- 
connected devices (abstract, page 4 lines 19-34, page 5 lines 1-17, page 9 lines 14-20), a second 
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domain comprising a second networked environment including a plurality of network connected 
devices (abstract, page 4 lines 19-34, page 5 lines 1-17, page 9 lines 14-20), at least one of the devices 
in the second domain administered to alter the user's environment in the second domain in 
dependence upon the information describing the state of the devices in the first domain (prior 
actions) (abstract, page 2 lines 29-34, page 3 lines 1-6, page 4 lines 19-34, page 5 lines 1-17). Cheng 
clearly discloses a user moving from one area (domain) containing a plurality of network-connected 
devices to a second area (domain) containing a plurality of network-connected devices and that the 
user's environment is optimized (altered) in response to user preferences and experiences (page 9 
lines 15-16). The user's environment (i.e. area, domain, etc.) is altered (i.e. devices activated and 
adjusted, lights activated, etc.) when the user enters the area (domain) based on user preference and 
experiences (prior actions) either in that area (domain) or another. 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to combine the teachings of Cheng and Phipps since both concern a portable unit which 
gathers data with regard to a particular user and as such, both are with in the same environment. 

The combination of Phipps and Cheng clearly teach gathering information about a user and 
the preferences and experiences of a user in multiple areas (domains) and using that those 
preferences and experiences to alter the user's environment in another area (domain). 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
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mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

> US 2003/0191650 Al > US 7,046,263 Bl > 5,611,050 

> US 7,366,498 B2 > US 6,801,223 Bl > 5,991,687 

> US 7,496,627 B2 > US 6,812,937 Bl > 6,108,197 

> 5,544,321 > 5,555,376 > US 6,571,279 Bl 

> US 6,466,232 Bl > 5,603,054 > US 7,395,507 B2 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to DANIEL C. MURRAY whose telephone number is 571-270-1773. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 0800-1700 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Tonia Dollinger can be reached on (571)-272-4170. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
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assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/DCM/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2443 

/Tonia LM Dollinger/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2443 



